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1
AIRBORNE MINE COUNTERMEASURES

Embodiments relate generally to mine detection and, more
particularly, to airborne mine countermeasures.

Conventional approaches to underwater mine detection
include using a matched filter to process 2-D image data.
Conventional approaches can be subject to false positives,
which can produce a larger subset of images that may require
human review. Moreover, the 2-D matched filter approach
can be sensitive to rotation and/or size changes, and also
sensitive to interfering objects.

Embodiments were conceived in light of the above prob-
lems and limitations of some conventional systems, among
other things.

One or more embodiments include an airborne mine coun-
termeasure system having a processor coupled to a memory
having stored therein software instructions that, when
executed by the processor, cause the processor to perform a
series of image processing operations. The operations include
obtaining input image data from an external image sensor,
and extracting a sequence of 2-D slices from the input 3-D
image data. The operations also include performing a 3-D
connected region analysis on the sequence of 2-D slices, and
determining 3-D invariant features in the image data. The
operations further include performing coarse filtering, per-
forming fine recognition, and outputting an image processing
result having an indication of the presence of any mines
within the input image data.

One or more embodiments can also include a computerized
method for detecting underwater mines. The method can
include obtaining, at a processor, input image data from an
external image sensor, and extracting, using the processor, a
sequence of 2-D slices from the input image data. The method
can further include performing a 3-D connected region analy-
sis on the sequence of 2-D slices, and determining 3-D invari-
ant features in the image data. The method can also include
performing coarse filtering, performing fine recognition, and
outputting an image processing result having an indication of
the presence of any mines within the input image data.

One or more embodiments can also include a nontransitory
computer readable medium having stored thereon software
instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause the
processor to perform a series of operations. The operations
can include obtaining, at a processor, input image data from
an external image sensor, and extracting, using the processor,
a sequence of 2-D slices from the input image data. The
operations can further include performing a 3-D connected
region analysis on the sequence of 2-D slices, determining
3-D invariant features in the image data. The operations can
also include performing coarse filtering, performing fine rec-
ognition, and outputting a result having an indication of the
presence of any mine images within the input image data.

In one or more embodiments, the extracting can include
using diffusion equations to generate a sequence of 2-D
slices. In one or more embodiments, performing the con-
nected region analysis includes analyzing, at the processor,
volumetric pixel elements.

In one or more embodiments, performing the fine recogni-
tion includes applying a metric including the Hausdorft met-
ric. In one or more embodiments, the extracting can include
extracting different size objects through a series of filtering
operations.

In one or more embodiments, operations can further
include performing a coarse filtering operation. Also, the
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2

nontransitory computer readable medium can be configured
to be executed by a processor onboard an aircraft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary airborne mine coun-
termeasure system in accordance with at least one embodi-
ment.

FIG. 2 is a chart showing an exemplary airborne mine
countermeasure method in accordance with at least one
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an exemplary aircraft having an
airborne mine countermeasure system in accordance with at
least one embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an exemplary 3-D invariant feature
extraction and classification in accordance with at least one
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary airborne mine coun-
termeasure system 100. In particular, the system 100 includes
an airborne mine countermeasures (AMCM) unit 102
coupled to a memory 104 and an interface 106.

In operation, the AMCM module 102 receives input data
108 (e.g., image data) and processes the data according to a
method for AMCM described below. The image data can be
obtained, for instance, from an image sensor onboard an
aircraft such as an airplane, unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
or helicopter (see, e.g., FIG. 3, reference number 300). The
AMCM module 102 can store a result of processing in the
memory 104, and/or the AMCM module 102 can transmit the
result data to one or more external systems via the interface
106. The result can be provided as output data 110 to another
system, or sent to a display device or printer.

The output result can be an enhanced image showing
potential underwater mines, which may not have been visible
or as distinguishable in the input image.

The interface 106 can be a specialized bus onboard an
aircraft or vehicle (e.g., 1553, CAN bus, or the like), or a
wired or wireless network interface.

FIG. 2 is a chart showing an exemplary airborne mine
countermeasure method. Processing beings at 202 and con-
tinues to 204.

At 204, input data is received (e.g., image data). Processing
continues to 206.

At 206, a series of 2-D slices are extracted from the input
data. Diffusion equations can be used to extract the series of
2-Dslices, for example, according to the following equations:

dutx, y, 1) _ Oulx 3,0 0 ulx, . 0
ar B dx? 3y?

where
u(x,y,0)=(x,y)(the Original Image).
With certain boundary condition, the solution is

o +3%)
2r

u(x, y, ) =clx, y)® exp(—
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and

Aulx, 1) B Fulx, 1)
ar  ~ ax?

where
u(x,0)=(x) (the Original Image).
With certain boundary condition, the solution is

o)
u(x, ) =clx, y) ®exp(— 7]

The diffusion equation approach described above can permit
a system to extract different size objects through a series of
band-pass-like filtering operations. The diffusion equation
technique is described in “Repeatedly smoothing, discrete
scale-space evolution, and dominant point detection,” by
Bing C. Li, Pattern Recognition, Vol. 29, No. 6, 1996, which
is incorporated herein by reference. It will be appreciated that
techniques other than diffusion equations can be used. By
extracting 2-D slices, image processing time can be
improved. Processing continues to 208.

At208, a 3-D connected region analysis is performed. The
3-D connected region analysis can be performed, for
example, using voxels (or volumetric pixel elements). The
3-D connected region analysis can help reduce false positives.
Processing continues to 210.

At 210, 3-D invariant features in the image data are
extracted. 3-D invariant features are those features that do not
substantially change with respect to an aspect of an object
such as size, orientation or other feature of that object in an
image. The 3-D invariant features can include invariant
moments, which are weighted averages (i.e., moments) of
image pixel intensities, or a function of such moments. Invari-
ant moments are typically chosen to have some attractive
property, such as size or orientation invariance. It is possible
to calculate moments that are invariant to translation, scale (or
size) and/or rotation, for example the Hu set of invariant
moments is a common set of invariant moments that can be
used to extract invariant features. It will be appreciated that
other invariant moments can be used.

A 3-D orientation invariant feature is a feature that can be
extracted from an object in an image and is substantially the
same regardless of the orientation of the object being imaged.
A 3-D orientation invariant feature could be used, for
example, to identify an underwater mine regardless of the
orientation of the mine when it was imaged. A size invariant
feature could be used to identify an object regardless of the
apparent size of the object in the image. Object image sizes,
even of the same object, can appear different for a number of
reasons such as distance from the object to the image sensor
and the optics being used, for example. The 3-D invariant
features can be size and/or orientation invariant features. By
converting the pixel data to representative invariant features,
the specific location, size and orientation of an object are
replaced with invariant features that can be compared to a
reference catalog of invariant features of objects of interest
(e.g., different types of underwater mines). Thus, the invariant
features permit a processor to recognize a 3-D object in the
image data regardless of its orientation, location or scale in
the image.

The invariant features can include global or local invariants
and can be based on 3-D moment invariants. Processing con-
tinues to 212.
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At 212, coarse filtering is performed. The coarse filtering
can include computing a distance of invariant features in input
image data to invariant features in a feature catalog. The
feature catalog can be based on training data (see FIG. 4 and
corresponding description below for more details). The dis-
tance can be a Euclidean distance, and the filtering can includ-
ing labeling objects in the input image data according to the K
nearest neighbors of those objects in the feature catalog data.
An output of the coarse filtering can include providing a list of
the objects in the input image that most closely match one or
more objects in the feature catalog. The coarse filtering based
on invariant features can help speed up the image processing.
Processing continues to 214.

At 214, fine object recognition is performed. The fine
object recognition can be performed on the image data using
a method with a metric, such as a Hausdorff metric. The fine
object recognition can focus on the list of objects supplied by
the coarse filtering step (212) and can be used to help achieve
alow false positive rate. An output of the fine filtering process
can include a list of those objects that have been further
determined to match the features of objects in the catalog
(e.g., those objects that appear to match one or more under-
water mine types). Processing continues to 216.

At 216, a result of the mine countermeasure processing can
be provided. The result can be displayed on a display device,
sent to a printing device or transmitted to an external system
via a wired or wireless network. Processing continues to 218,
where processing ends.

It will be appreciated that 204-216 may be repeated in
whole or in part in order to accomplish a contemplated air-
borne mine countermeasure task.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an exemplary aircraft 300 having an
airborne mine countermeasure system 100 in accordance
with the present disclosure. The airborne mine countermea-
sure system 100 is coupled to an image sensor 302 that is
adapted to take images of a body of water in order to detect an
underwater mine 304. The aircraft 300 can be a fixed wing or
rotary wing aircraft. Also, the aircraft 300 can be a manned
aircraft or unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV).

In operation, the aircraft 300 uses an image sensor 302 to
take images of a body of water in order to detect an underwa-
ter mine 304. The airborne mine countermeasure system 100
is adapted to receive images from the image sensor 302 and
process the images, as described above, in order to detect an
underwater mine 304. The processing can include providing
an enhanced output display that indicates the presence of
objects that are potentially underwater mines.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an exemplary 3-D invariant feature
extraction and classification system 400. The system 400
includes a training sub-system 402 having one or more train-
ing data sets 404, a 3-D invariant feature extraction module
406 and a 3-D invariant feature catalog 408.

The system 400 also includes a “live” data processing
sub-system 410 having live data 412, a 3-D invariant feature
extraction module 414, a classifier 416 and output result data
418. The live data being data collected during operation of the
system and not intended for primary use as training data. Live
datais not limited to data being captured and processed in real
time, and can include operational image data captured and
stored for later analysis.

In operation, a first phase includes extracting 3-D invariant
features from the training data 404. The invariant features can
include moment invariant features. Also, the features can be
size invariant and/or orientation invariants. The training data
404 can include images of one or more known objects, such as
underwater mines. The training data 404 can include image
data of a real object or data having a computer generated
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image of an object. The process of extracting the 3-D invari-
ant features can be supervised, semi-supervised and/or unsu-
pervised.

The extracted 3-D invariant features can be cataloged and
stored in a data store for later access. The cataloging process
can be automatic, manual or a combination of the above.

The catalog of 3-D invariant features 408 can be updated to
include invariant features of new objects (e.g., new types of
underwater mines).

Once the catalog of 3-D invariant features 408 is generated,
it can be supplied to a system (e.g., an airborne mine coun-
termeasure system) for use on live data.

The live data processing sub-system 410 takes in live
image data 412 captured by an image capture device and
supplies the live image data 412 as input to a 3-D invariant
feature extraction module 414. The 3-D invariant feature
extraction module 414 can be the same as (or different from)
the 3-D invariant feature extraction module 406 in the training
subsystem 402.

The 3-D invariant feature extraction module 414 extracts
one or more features from the live image data 412 and pro-
vides those features to the classifier 416. The classifier 416
determines how close the extracted features of the live image
data match the features of one or more objects in the catalog.
The classifier can use any suitable technique such as a neural
network, K nearest neighbors, or a supervised (e.g., support
vector machine or the like) or unsupervised machine learning
technique. The classifier 416 can perform the coarse filtering
function described above.

The output 418 of the classifier 416 can include a list of
objects from the live image data and an indication of how
close features of those objects match features in the feature
catalog 408.

The output results 418 can be used to determine if one or
more of the objects in the live image data 412 appear to be an
object of interest (e.g., an underwater mine). Any objects of
interest can be provided to a module for fine object recogni-
tion to further determine with greater accuracy or certainty
that an object in an image is an object of interest.

It will be appreciated that the modules, processes, systems,
and sections described above can be implemented in hard-
ware, hardware programmed by software, software instruc-
tions stored on a nontransitory computer readable medium or
a combination of the above. A system for airborne mine
countermeasures, for example, can include using a processor
configured to execute a sequence of programmed instructions
stored on a nontransitory computer readable medium. For
example, the processor can include, but not be limited to, a
personal computer or workstation or other such computing
system that includes a processor, microprocessor, microcon-
troller device, or is comprised of control logic including inte-
grated circuits such as, for example, an Application Specific
Integrated Circuit (ASIC). The instructions can be compiled
from source code instructions provided in accordance with a
programming language such as Java, C, C++, C#.net, assem-
bly or the like. The instructions can also comprise code and
data objects provided in accordance with, for example, the
Visual Basic™ language, or another structured or object-
oriented programming language. The sequence of pro-
grammed instructions, or programmable logic device con-
figuration software, and data associated therewith can be
stored in a nontransitory computer-readable medium such as
a computer memory or storage device which may be any
suitable memory apparatus, such as, but not limited to ROM,
PROM, EEPROM, RAM, flash memory, disk drive and the
like.
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Furthermore, the modules, processes systems, and sections
can be implemented as a single processor or as a distributed
processor. Further, it should be appreciated that the steps
mentioned above may be performed on a single or distributed
processor (single and/or multi-core, or cloud computing sys-
tem). Also, the processes, system components, modules, and
sub-modules described in the various figures of and for
embodiments above may be distributed across multiple com-
puters or systems or may be co-located in a single processor
or system. Exemplary structural embodiment alternatives
suitable for implementing the modules, sections, systems,
means, or processes described herein are provided below.

The modules, processors or systems described above can
be implemented as a programmed general purpose computer,
an electronic device programmed with microcode, a hard-
wired analog logic circuit, software stored on a computer-
readable medium or signal, an optical computing device, a
networked system of electronic and/or optical devices, a spe-
cial purpose computing device, an integrated circuit device, a
semiconductor chip, and a software module or object stored
on a computer-readable medium or signal, for example.

Embodiments of the method and system (or their sub-
components or modules), may be implemented on a general-
purpose computer, a special-purpose computer, a pro-
grammed microprocessor or microcontroller and peripheral
integrated circuit element, an ASIC or other integrated circuit,
a digital signal processor, a hardwired electronic or logic
circuit such as a discrete element circuit, a programmed logic
circuit such as a PLD, PLA, FPGA, PAL, or the like. In
general, any processor capable of implementing the functions
or steps described herein can be used to implement embodi-
ments of the method, system, or a computer program product
(software program stored on a nontransitory computer read-
able medium).

Furthermore, embodiments of the disclosed method, sys-
tem, and computer program product may be readily imple-
mented, fully or partially, in software using, for example,
object or object-oriented software development environ-
ments that provide portable source code that can be used on a
variety of computer platforms. Alternatively, embodiments of
the disclosed method, system, and computer program product
can be implemented partially or fully in hardware using, for
example, standard logic circuits or a VLSI design. Other
hardware or software can be used to implement embodiments
depending on the speed and/or efficiency requirements of the
systems, the particular function, and/or particular software or
hardware system, microprocessor, or microcomputer being
utilized. Embodiments of the method, system, and computer
program product can be implemented in hardware and/or
software using any known or later developed systems or
structures, devices and/or software by those of ordinary skill
in the applicable art from the function description provided
herein and with a general basic knowledge of the software
engineering and/or image processing arts.

Moreover, embodiments of the disclosed method, system,
and computer program product can be implemented in soft-
ware executed on a programmed general purpose computer, a
special purpose computer, a microprocessor, or the like.

It is, therefore, apparent that there is provided, in accor-
dance with the various embodiments disclosed herein, com-
puter systems, methods and computer readable media for
airborne mine countermeasures.

While the invention has been described in conjunction with
anumber of embodiments, itis evident that many alternatives,
modifications and variations would be or are apparent to those
of'ordinary skill in the applicable arts. Accordingly, Applicant
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intends to embrace all such alternatives, modifications,
equivalents and variations that are within the spirit and scope
of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An airborne underwater mine countermeasure system
adapted to operate onboard an aircraft, the airborne underwa-
ter mine countermeasure system comprising:

aprocessor onboard the aircraft, the processor coupled to a

memory onboard the aircraft, the memory having stored

therein software instructions that, when executed by the

processor, cause the processor to perform a series of

image processing operations including:

obtaining input image data of a body of water from an
external image sensor;

extracting a sequence of 2-D slices from the input image
data by applying diffusion equations to generate the
sequence of 2-D slices;

performing a 3-D connected region analysis on the
sequence of 2-D slices, the connected region analysis
including analyzing volumetric pixel elements;

computing 3-D invariant features in the image data;

performing coarse filtering based on the 3-D invariant
features, the coarse filtering including: comparing
3-D invariant features in the image data to a store of
invariant features associated with known objects, pro-
viding a list of found objects in the image data based
on the store, and for each of the found objects, pro-
viding an indication ofhow close features of the found
object match features in the store;

performing fine recognition; and

outputting an image processing result having an indica-
tion of the presence of any underwater mines within
the input image data.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein performing the fine
recognition includes applying a metric including the Haus-
dorff metric.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the extracting includes
extracting different size objects through a series of filtering
operations.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the 3-D invariant fea-
tures include moment invariants.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the aircraft is a helicop-
ter.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the aircraft is a fixed
wing aircraft.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the aircraft is an
unmanned aerial vehicle.

8. A computerized method for detecting underwater mines,
the method comprising:

obtaining, at a processor, input image data from an external

image sensor;

extracting, using the processor, a sequence of 2-D slices

from the input image data;

performing a 3-D connected region analysis, using the

processor, on the sequence of 2-D slices;

determining, using the processor, 3-D invariant features in

the image data;

performing coarse filtering using the processor, the coarse

filtering including:

comparing 3-D invariant features in the image data to a
store of invariant features associated with known
objects, providing a list of found objects in the image
data based on the store, and for each of the found
objects,
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providing an indication of how close features of the
found object match features in the store;

performing fine recognition using the processor; and

outputting, using the processor, an image processing result

having an indication of the presence of any mines within
the input image data.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the extracting includes
using diffusion equations to generate the sequence of 2-D
slices.
10. The method of claim 8, wherein performing the con-
nected region analysis includes analyzing, at the processor,
volumetric pixel elements.
11. The method of claim 8, wherein performing the fine
recognition includes applying a metric including the Haus-
dorff metric.
12. The method of claim 8, wherein the extracting includes
extracting different size objects through a series of filtering
operations.
13. The method of claim 8, wherein the operations further
include generating an enhanced image showing potential
underwater mines, the enhanced image being based on the
image processing result.
14. A nontransitory computer readable medium having
stored thereon software instructions that, when executed by a
processor, cause the processor to perform a series of opera-
tions to detect underwater mines including:
obtaining, at a processor, input image data from an external
image sensor; extracting, using the processor, a
sequence of 2-D slices from the input image data;

performing a 3-D connected region analysis on the
sequence of 2-D slices;

determining 3-D invariant features of at least one object in

the image data; performing coarse filtering, the coarse
filtering including: comparing 3-D invariant features of
the at least one object to a store of invariant features
associated with known objects and providing an indica-
tion ofhow close features of the at least one object match
features of at least one object in the store;

performing fine recognition to determine if at least one

object in the image data corresponds to an underwater
mine object.

15. The nontransitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein the extracting includes using diffusion equations
to generate the sequence of 2-D slices.

16. The nontransitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein performing the connected region analysis
includes analyzing, at the processor, volumetric pixel ele-
ments.

17. The nontransitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein performing the fine recognition includes apply-
ing a metric including the Hausdorff metric.

18. The nontransitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein the extracting includes extracting different size
objects through a series of filtering operations.

19. The nontransitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein the operations further include outputting a result
having an indication of the presence of any mine images
within the input image data.

20. The nontransitory computer readable medium of claim
14, wherein the nontransitory computer readable medium is
configured to be executed by a processor onboard an aircraft.
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